
Be an astronomer at your 

… home!

Let’s discover the science of astronomy with the 

astronomers of Hellenic Amateur Astronomy Association!
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STUDY

the constellations!

If you observe the sky on a moonless night, 

you will certainly see too many stars!

Sometimes the stars seem to be alone, 

others to form bigger groups.

These formations are CONSTELLATIONS!



The stars that that form a constellation do not have a

physical relation. In fact, they may even be at a

different distance from Earth. That's why different

civilizations across the globe have recognized different

formation patterns..
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What are the constellations?
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A constellation is

a shape formed

by a group of

stars in the sky.

You need to 

pay attention

in order to

recognize this

shape in the sky.
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Today, astronomers have agreed that there are 

about 88 constellations in the sky.
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The list of constellations  established in 1922 by 

the International Astronomical Union:



STEP 1:

Download and print the 

constellation cards from 

Exploration Children’s 

Museum’s page.

Study the names and the 

shapes of the constellations.

▪ What names do you 

recognize?

▪ What shapes have you 

seen before?

STEP 2:

Don’t forget to read the 

names of the constellations 

on the list of the International 

Astronomical Union, the chart 

you’ve seen above!

▪ What other constellations 

do you recognize?

▪ Read the names of the 

constellations and imagine 

their patterns in the sky! 

What is the connection 

between their names and 

their patterns?

STEP 3:

Choose the constellations 

you like the most.

With the help of an adult, 

pierce the dots of 

constellation’s shape.

Now, place the paper in 

front of the wall, in a dark 

place in the house. The 

darker the room, the 

better!

Turn on the flashlight in 

front of the card and 

observe the shape on the 

wall.

▪ Which points of the 

constellation can you 

see?
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Reading 

instructions:
How do we read the constellations?
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Don't forget the planisphere!

It will help you discover the constellations in the sky!
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Let's observe now

the constellations in the sky!
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Exploration Children’s Museum

www.exploration.gr | info@exploration.gr 

+30 6948 822 622

Σύλλογος Ερασιτεχνικής Αστρονομίας, ΣΕA | 

Hellenic Amateur Astronomy Association

www.hellas-astro.gr | hellasastro@gmail.com

Γίνε αστρονόμος στο σπίτι!

Be an astronomer at your home!

Observing constellations

Crete | Greece
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